
Republican-American 06/18/2010

Copyright (c) 2010 Republican-American $$edition June 21, 2010 10:44 am / Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to 79% from original to fit letter page

CHRISTOPHER MASSA  REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

Alex Thomson stands inside a new vo-ag truck outside Nonnewaug High School. Thomson, a longtime fixture at the school, will
retirie at the end of this month.   

CARE FREE LIVING

 Glen Crest Independent Living Community~55+  offers spacious
one and two bedroom apartments with fully equipped kitchens,

 including washer and dryer. Complementary Concierge Services, 
scheduled transportation, housekeeping and more!

3 Glen Hill Road, Danbury, CT
No monthly condo or association fees.

Call (203) 790-9161

RECOVERY OASIS

Glen Hill Care & Rehabilitation Center  offers a 7 day a week therapy program.
Our dedicated Interdisciplinary Team are here to assist you through your 

short-term stay. Recover in our new suites. 
Let our team get you back home and enjoying life again. 

Pre-book prior to your stay and receive our Concierge Services.
1 Glen Hill Road, Danbury, CT.

Call (203) 744-2840 for more information 

 Gett InstantGet Instant
 PAYMENTPAYMENT
 onn thee spott on the spot 
 for   ANY   Gold,, Platinum,, Silverr for ANY Gold, Platinum, Silver 

 && Diamondd Jewelry& Diamond Jewelry
MARIE ’S JEWELRY

203-755-GOLD (4653)
Sunbeam Park, 2457 East Main St,Waterbury

 www.mariesjewelryonline.com

Since 
1983

 M M
Serving Waterbury and the surrounding area for the past  29 years!

InCASH GOLDCASH  Your  GOLD
Get Rewarded in Minutes
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HARDWARE EQUIPMENT PARTS &
&  GARDEN & RENTAL SERVICE

(203) 754-5186 (203) 754-5981 (203) 596-0027

464 Chase Ave., Waterbury
Daily 8-7; Sat. 8-5; Sun. 9-2

Many Models 

in Stock for 

Immediate 

Delivery!

All Weber Grills Assembled
FREE !
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Shakesperience’s Jeffrey Lapham readies the set for ‘Henry V’ in
Library Park.

F rom Lakeville to
Louisville, it has
been quite a ride for
Felix Rodriguez,

who will be celebrating Fa-
ther’s Day doing something tru-
ly amazing, something he never
could have envisioned as a boy
growing up in the city’s housing
projects. This weekend, he and
his son Jo-Jo are heading south
to the Ali Center in Kentucky,
where self-published author
Rodriguez will sign copies of
his award-winning book “Dad,
Me and Muhammad Ali: A Fa-
ther and Son Story.” 

“I’m super excited,” said Ro-
driguez, who will be visiting the
Bluegrass State for the first
time, and will also get an all-
day tour of the cultural center.
“Dreams really do come true.
You just have to believe in
yourself.”

� � �
Some 100 people attended

the Silas Bronson Library’s
35th Annual Poetry Contest
awards ceremony on May 25.
Storyteller Tom Hanford pro-
vided entertainment on the li-
brary patio for the guests, who
included 16 award winners and
their families. Hats off to the
following first place winners:
Grade 1, Matthew Keating
from Blessed Sacrament
School; grade 2, Ra’zhanay
Watson from Wendell Cross
School; grade 3, Nyzhare Mer-
ritt from Hopeville School;
grade 4, Tahia Rinehart from
St. Mary School; grade 5, Julia
Sheetz from Our Lady of Mount
Carmel School; grade 6, Logan
Bandelloni from Waterbury
Arts Magnet School; grade 7,
Terrah Harris from St. Mary
School and grade 8, Mario Pa-
ternostro from St. Mary School.
Honorable Mention goes to:
Grade 1, Dianne Torres, Bucks
Hill School; grade 2, Averi
Their, Sts. Peter & Paul School;
grade 3, Katelyn Malinis, Car-
rington School; grade 4, Julio
Alcala, Bucks Hill School;
grade 5, Alyssa Famiglietti, Our
Lady of Mount Carmel School;
grade 6, Marlene Kabeya, Wa-
terbury Arts Magnet School;
grade 7, Nia Ridenhour, St.
Mary School and grade 8,
Thomas Carissimi, St. Mary
School.

� � �
The Sixth Annual Shake-

speare in Library Park, which
kicked off Thursday night, fea-
tures “Henry V,” directed by
Emily Mattina. 

Downtowners can’t miss the
big chessboard in the middle of
the library lawn, and hopefully
their curiosity about its role in
the play (think war, England
and France) will bring them out
to the al fresco show.

Intern Jennifer Abbott was
putting last-minute touches on
the black-and-white squares
earlier this week, and said she
built the platform with another
member of the company.

“Henry V” performances
continue through June 19 and
then again June 24-26 at 7 p.m.
(picnicking commences at
6:30). Suggested donation is
$10. For more information, call
203-754-2531 or visit
www.shakesperience.org. 

� � �
While Music at the Exchange

is bringing great tunes to the
area around Bank and Leaven-
worth streets every Wednes-
day, John Bale will keep things
lively just a few blocks away on
Grand Street. The book store
has begun featuring UConn
performers from noon to 1 p.m.
on Thursdays. Music is free at
both locations, which sits nicely
with the lunch crowd. 

� � �
Author/attorney Terence

Hawkins will be signing copies
of his book “The Rage of
Achilles,” at John Bale on Mon-
day at noon. “Rage” is a re-
counting of the Iliad in the form
of a novel. 

Also at John Bale are ongoing
Spirit of Waterbury meetings,
and there’s ample opportunity
for everyone to get involved
with Fall Fest, Mardi Gross and
a Christmas festival. “We’re
trying to build a community
throughout the summer,” said
Edith Reynolds. Anyone inter-
ested in volunteer opportuni-
ties can call Ede at
203-232-4384.

The Walkabout column is
written by Michele Morcey. You
can contact her at
mmorcey@yahoo.com.

Author of book on Ali
to sign copies of work 
in boxer’s hometown

WATERBURY WALKABOUT

BY RICK  HARRISON
REPUBLICAN-AMERICAN

WOODBURY 

E arly arrivers at
Nonnewaug High
School’s agri-sci-
ence building

might see Alex Thomson en-
joying some quiet time at 5:45
a.m., preparing for another
day.

But next fall, the building
will be a little emptier. Thom-
son will retire from teaching
after 30 years at the school.

“I made a promise to myself
to leave the job when I still en-
joy it,” Thomson said. “The
kids are still good. The kids
are still fun.”

But after 30 years teaching
agricultural mechanics in the
only full-time job he has ever
held, Thomson, 55, felt the
need to move on to something
different.

“As we all get older, you re-
alize you don’t have quite the
gumption, the get-up-and-go,”
Thomson said. “Not the same
desire in the afternoon to put

together a whole new lesson
plan.”

Thomson, a Woodbury resi-
dent from the time he was 3,
had been cutting hay in a field
on Middle Road Turnpike in
1979, when the director of the
agriculture program asked
him if he would apply for a job
opening in January. 

Thomson got the job and
eventually took over the pro-
gram, serving as director for
18 years until he gave up the
post six years ago.

“I think he’s built an interest
in the agricultural mechanics
part of the program that will
continue to grow,” said Bill
Davenport, the current agri-
science director who replaced
Thomson. “So many past stu-
dents are successful because
of what he’s taught them.”

Two of his current students,
Ben Paparazzo and Christine
Hogan, led an effort to raise
about $1,500 to buy a 1942
John Deere tractor they pre-
sented to Thomson Tuesday as
a retirement gift.

“Just amazing that students

would do that,” Thomson said.
“I was dumbfounded. So
shocked in a pleasant way.”

Paparazzo, who worked for
Thomson three years ago,
praised his teacher for going
“beyond the call of duty” to
help him weld a backhoe at
home and donate some spare
metal plates.

“I don’t know if we’ll find
someone who can fill his
shoes,” Paparazzo said. “It’s a
tough job. You’ve got to be just
about a genius. He can do all
kinds of welding. Mechanics,
automobiles, diesel engines,
gas engines, milk a cow,
plumbing, electrical, lighting,
he can build a building. He’s
been doing it his whole life.” 

Thomson grew up on Wee-
keepeemee Road across the
street from Frank Johnson’s
dairy farm, a place he rents to-
day to store hay.

“That was an idyllic growing
situation,” he said of his child-
hood. “In the country, fields to
play in, a farm to work. I can’t
imagine having a teaching job
like this without a background

like that.”
Over the years, he has seen

how technology has shaped the
business and how students
learn: new welding tools, trac-
tors with computers, repair in-
formation and equipment
specifications available online.

“Technology is great, but we
become so dependent on it,
people are helpless when it’s
not around,” Thomson said.

Thomson, who hasn’t
hooked up the television in his
house, plans to keep busy in
retirement, expanding his
part-time farm business, tin-
kering with old equipment in
his shop, possibly volunteering
to teach adult education class-
es or working with the Flan-
ders Nature Center. And
spending time with his wife,
Janet, whom he met while
driving a Zamboni at the Uni-
versity of Connecticut.

“I’m not in a wheelchair
yet,” Thomson said. “There
are a few things I want to do.
You never know what’s around
the corner through the next
door.”

Vo-ag teacher to end long career

Keep up with news as it happens 
during the day at www.rep-am.com.

WEB UPDATES ALL DAY

After 30 years at Nonnewaug, Woodbury man ready for change

Middlebury school
hosts Relay for Life

MIDDLEBURY — Regis-
trations still are being ac-
cepted for the Relay for Life
of Tribury fundraiser for the
American Cancer Society
scheduled Saturday at noon
at Long Meadow Elementary
School, 65 North Benson
Road.

Participating teams will
walk around the school track
for 24 hours, raising pledge
donations for the society.

The public is invited to at-
tend any portion of the relay.
To make a donation or for
more information, visit
www.relayforlife.org/tribury
ct or call Kristen Alldredge at
(203) 563-1537. 

Harlem bus trip
planned in Oxford

OXFORD — A bus trip to
Harlem will leave at 7 a.m.
Saturday from the Oxford
Town Hall. 

Participants will stop at
The Apollo Theater, lunch at
Sylvia’s Restaurant, and have
a guided tour of Harlem and
its famed gospel churches
and jazz clubs. 

The cost is $101, all inclu-
sive. To register, call (203)
888-2543, ext. 3041, or visit
www.oxfordrec.com.

BRIEFLY

Last night’s scores?

Read it all in the

RepublicanAmerican

WATERBURY — The Rotary
Club of Waterbury will hold its
Annual Installation and Award
Dinner beginning at 6 p.m. on
June 25, at the Courtyard by
Marriott, 63 Grand St. The cost
is $45, and the public is invited. 

A $2,000 scholarship will be
awarded to a local high school
senior, and several awards will
be presented to outstanding ro-
tarians. The Spirit of Rotary
Award will be presented to Elio
Gugliotti, a local Boy Scout
leader, for volunteerism in the
community. Kathy Fairchild
Wolf will receive the Friend of
Rotary Award for her support of
the Rotary Club of Waterbury.
During dinner, a new board of
directors will be sworn in. 

For information, or to reserve
a seat, contact Kristen Bedell at
(203) 805-1463, or K.Bedell-
ConcordHotels.com, or Susan
Sprano at (203) 574-3636, ext.
111, or ssprano@rep-am.com.

Rotary to award
$2,000 scholarship

PLEASE SUPPORT

THE CAMPERSHIP FUND


